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  What are elections?

An election is a process through which a person is 
voted to represent other people in a given position.    
In Uganda, citizens get an opportunity to vote and 
decide who will represent them in key positions such 
as the Presidency, Parliament, local governments and 
political parties.

Article 1(4) of the 1995 Constitution of Uganda as 
amended states that the people shall express their will 
and consent on who shall govern them and how they 
should be governed through regular, free and fair           
elections.
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  Types of elections

There are many types of 
elections:

Presidential elections are an 
opportunity to elect the President 
of Uganda who is the Head of 
State, Head of Government and 
Commander in Chief of Uganda 
Peoples Defense Forces.

Parliamentary elections are an 
opportunity to elect your Member 
of Parliament who will make laws 
on any matter for the peace, 
order, development and good 
governance of Uganda. 
Members of Parliament make 
sure the government helps 
everyone.

Local government elections are 
an opportunity to vote for your 
district chairperson, sub-county/
town council chairperson and the 
mayor of your municipality. 
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SUB-COUNTY
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Elections are an opportunity for you to choose your 
President, Member of Parliament and Local Government 
leader.

Elections are an opportunity for your voice to be heard 
by those in authority.

If you are not happy with the performance of your 
President, Member of Parliament or Local leaders, you 
have the choice not to re-elect them.

Elections are an opportunity to discuss and debate the 
manifestos of political parties and candidates as well 
as the kind of country you want to live in.

  Importance and purpose of elections
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The district chairperson monitors 
provision of government services in the 
district and supervises technical officers 
in the district service such as doctors, 
engineers and school headmasters.    
The sub county/ town council 
chairperson monitors the provision of 
government services in the area.



To participate in elections as a 
voter, you must be a Ugandan 
citizen, at least eighteen years of 
age and registered on the voters’ 
register. 

The Electoral Commission is 
mandated by the 1995 
Constitution of Uganda as 
amended to compile, maintain, 
revise and update  the voters’ 
register. It is your duty to confirm 
that your name and other details 
are on the voters’ register and 
that they are correct. 

The particulars include names, 
date of birth, sex and village. 
Thus, when a voters' register for 
each polling station in a parish 
has been compiled, only persons 
whose names appear on the 
register are entitled to vote at an 
election. You will not be allowed 
to vote if your name is not on the 
voters’ register.

  Who may participate in elections?
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To find out if you are registered to 
vote and at which polling station 
you will cast your vote, visit the 
website of the Electoral 
Commission by following this link  

https://www.ec.or.ug/register 

How do I check if I am registered to vote?

A person is qualified for election as President if that 
person is a citizen of Uganda by birth, is a registered 
voter and has completed a minimum formal education 
of Advanced Level standard or its equivalent. 

Qualifications for a presidential candidate
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A person is qualified for 
election as Member of 
Parliament if that person is a 
citizen of Uganda, is a 
registered voter and has 
completed a minimum formal 
education of Advanced Level 
standard or its equivalent. 

Qualifications for a candidate for Member 
of Parliament

It is important to compare the 
manifestos of different political 
parties and candidates for you 
to make an informed choice. 
Political parties and candidates 
may reach out to you in the 
following ways: Candidate 
campaign meetings regulated 
by the Electoral Commission & 
the Ministry of Health; Radio, TV 
& newspapers; Posters; 
Debates; Roadshows with 
loudspeakers; & social media.

How do I decide who I should vote for?
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The polling date is announced by the 
Electoral Commission and it is on 
this date that voting happens. On this 
date it is the duty of you the voter to 
arrive early at your designated polling 
station to cast your vote.

When can I vote?

How should I vote?

MON   TUE   WED   THU  SAT  SUN

   01     02       03      04      05     06

   07     08      09       10      11     12

   13     14      15       16      17     18 

   19     20      21       22      23     24

   25     26      27       28      29     30

VOTE
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On polling day arrive 
at the polling station 
early. Before voting 
begins the Presiding 
Officer will show the 
empty ballot box to 
all present to ensure 
it is empty. 

Join the line of voters but observe the COVID-19 
guidelines. Wait for the Presiding Officer to check your 
name in the voters’ register. People with disabilities do 
not have to wait in the queue, let the poll worker know 
that you have arrived. 
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What is Coronavirus? 

Coronavirus is a disease that makes 
people feel very sick and sometimes 
die. Coronavirus is also called 
COVID-19. 

You must wear your face mask 
properly covering your chin, mouth and 
nose. You will see other voters and the 
poll workers also wearing masks. 

Wash your hands and sanitize. 

Do not touch your face especially your 
mouth, nose and eyes.

Do not stand too close to other voters 
waiting in the queue.

The following are some of things you can do to avoid 
getting COVID-19 at the polling station:

Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidelines
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Once found, a tick will be made against your name in the 
register to indicate that you have presented yourself to 
vote. Then the Presiding Officer will hand you a ballot 
paper. Proceed to table two to mark your ballot paper in 
secrecy in the basin.



VOTE
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Place your ballot paper in the 
basin and mark the space 
next to the party symbol or 
photograph of the candidate 
of your choice with either a 
tick or thumbprint. Then, fold 
the ballot paper on the long 
side and walk to table three.

Your choice is secret
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 Casting your vote
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At table three, insert your ballot 
paper into the ballot box though 
the slot at the top of the box. 
Then proceed to the next table 
where the Polling Assistant will 
assist you and mark your 
thumb with ink to show that 
you have voted. You may now 
leave the polling station.
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What should I do if I have a disability?
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All people with disabilities are allowed to vote. If you 
have a disability and need help marking your ballot paper 
you may ask a friend or family member to help you. 

Poll workers, election observers and political party 
agents are not allowed to help. 

No one is allowed to help more than one person.

VOTE
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COVID-19 rules: You will not be allowed to vote if you do 
not observe the COVID-19 rules.

As a responsible citizen, avoid 
engaging in acts that are 
against the the conduct of free 
and fair elections such as:

Bribery: During an election any 
person who directly or indirectly 
influences another person to 
vote or to refrain from voting for 
any candidate by providing any 
money or gift commits the 
offense of bribery.

Publication of false statements 
as to: Illness, death or 
withdrawal of a candidate for 
the purpose of promoting the 
election of another candidate is 
an offence.

Election rules



12

No one is allowed to tell you how to vote. You are not 
allowed to tell someone else how to vote.

Making your own choice  
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